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Shalmaneser withdrew to the Euphrates. But Benhadad in
particular had apparently suffered heavy losses from the
Assyrian archers, and Ahab treacherously assumed this to be
an admirable opportunity of working off an old score.
Benhadad had long before seized the city of Ramoth Gilead
from his father Omri, and now with the help of Jehoshaphat
he attempted to snatch it back. But he had overestimated
Benhadad's weakness, and in a battle which followed he was
defeated and killed. The story of how an arrow from a bow
drawn at a venture struck him down is dramatically told in
the Book of Kings.

Benhadad had not long to wait for the renewal of Shalma-
neser's attack on Damascus, but during the following eight
years he three times succeeded in beating the Assyrians off.
How he managed to do so on -the last occasion is a mystery,
for Shalmaneser had mustered an army of 120,000 men in an
exasperated attempt to overwhelm Syrian resistance once and
for all.

In Palestine during this period a complicated series of
events had taken place (not at all simplified by the fact that
the two next kings in order after Ahab of Israel were respect-
ively called Jehoram and Ahaziah, while the son and grandson
of Jehoshaphat, who successively reigned over Judah, were
also Jehoram and Ahaziah). Ahab had married Baalizebel or
Jezebel, the daughter of Eth-baal, the Phoenician prince of
Syria, and he and his descendants, the house of Omri, had as
a result of Jezebel's paganism been in continual conflict with
the religious puritans amongst the Hebrews, headed by the
two great prophets Elijah and Elisha. It was Elisha who now
stirred up a revolt by anointing and crowning a young man
called Jehu, son of Nimshi king of Israel. Jehu at once encom-
passed the double murder of Jehoram and Ahaziah, the exist-
ing kings of Israel and Judah, and directly afterwards there
occurred the famous episode at the gates of Jezreel, when, the
old queen looked out of a window to taunt him, and Jehu
contemptuously ordered her own slaves to fling her down.

With Jehu not yet securely established as prince of Judah
and Israel, and both states dislocated by a great anti-idolatry
purge, the time had arrived for Shalmaneser to strike again
at Syria. He defeated Benhadad's successor, Hazael, on the
slopes of Mount Hermon, and though, he was still unable to